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Wildlife Branch, B.C. Ministry of Environment 
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The Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada 
(COSEWIC) was.formed in 1977 as a result of a recommendation from 
the Federal-Provincial Wildlife Conference. It arose from the need 
for a single official, scientifically sound national listing of 
wild animal and plant species at risk in Canada. Its mandate is to 
determine the status, at the national level, of wild species, 
subspecies, and separate populations in Canada. All native plants 
and animals, except invertebrates, are incIuded. 

COSEWIC consists of one representative from the wildlife 
agency of each province or territory, one from each of four federal 
agencies (Canadian Wildlife Service, National Museum of Natural 
Science, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, and Parks Canada), and one 
from each of three nationally-based private conservation agencies 
(Canadian Nature Federation, Canadian Wildlife Federation, and 
World Wildlife Fund Canada), The Committee elects its own 
chairperson for a two-year term. In addition to the above, COSEWIC 
includes sub-committee chairpersons responsible for work on 
biological groups (birds, terrestrial mammals, fish and marine 
mammals, amphibians and reptiles, plants). 

Sub-committees are the organizational units of COSEWIC 
responsible for obtaining, reviewing the quality of, and presenting 
status reports, upon which all status determinations are based. The 
sub-committee chairpersons are chosen for their scientific 
knowledge to be expert advisors to COSEWIC in their field. They are 
proposed by the COSEWIC chairperson and con£ irmed by all members at 
the next annual meeting. Sub-committee chairpersons choose and 
recruit sub-committee members, who are experts on that particular 
group of plants or animals. 

The purpose of sub-committees is to obtain and present status 
reports at general meetings. Status reports may be provided by 
COSEWIC member agencies or individuals, or obtained by COSEWIC 
through a contract. Sub-committees ensure scientific quality, 
propose an appropriate national status, and present status reports 
to the membership for the formal assignment of status. 

Status reports are the instruments of status determination. 
Each report is an up-to-date description of the distribution, 
abundance, and population trends of a species. COSEWIC meets 
annually in April to declare official status for all species for 
which status reports have been prepared and circulated. 

COSEWIC recognizes five risk categories: vulnerable, 
threatened, endangered, extirpated, and extinct, Definitions of 
these categories are given in Appendix I. Sometimes, a status 
report is reviewed and the species is determined not to be at risk. 
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In those cases, the committee classifies it as lwreport accepted-- 
no designation requiredww. 

Since its inception, COSEWIC has evaluated 303 species. For 73 
species, it found that no designation was required. The remaining 
230 species have been classified as shown in Table 1. 

The status of each speciesf listing is not permanent, as it is 
based on the best information available at the time of study. It 
may be reviewed whenever new information is presented. COSEWIC may 
re-designate a species into a more critical category if its 
prospects for continued survival deteriorate, or to a less critical 
category when risks diminish. Examples of criteria used for 
changing the status of listed species are given in Appendix 11. 

The findings of COSEWIC are published in the form of detailed 
status reports which can be purchased at cost from the Canadian 
Nature Federation, 453 Sussex Drive, Ottawa, Ontario KIN 624. 
Following each annual meeting, a news release is issued listing new 
designations. Up-to-date lists of all species evaluated, and 
designations assigned, are available annually from the COSEWIC 
Secretariat. The current designations of listed bird species that 
occur in B.C. are given in Appendix 111. 

It should be emphasized that COSEWIC is concerned only with 
drawing official attention to the possible loss of wild species 
that have historically maintained populations in Canada. It is NOT 
mandated to take any action which would alter the fortunes of 
species, beyond establishing status and publishing the information 
on which status is based. There are no legal consequences or 
requirements that result from a status determination. The purpose 
of COSEWIC, and of declaring status, is to provide a national 
scientific consensus, which may or may not be used by jurisdictions 
in the exercise of their mandates. 

TABLE 1. TOTAL SPECIES ASSIGNED DESIGNATIONS BY COSEWIC, 1977-1992 

STATUS CATEGORY 

SPECIES VULNERABLE THREATENED ENDANGERED EXTIRPATED EXTINCT TOTAL 
GROUP 

BIRDS 19 8 10 1 3 41 
LAND 

MAMMALS 15 5 5 3 1 29 
MARINE 

MAMMALS 5 3 6 2 1 17 
AMPHIBIANS 

61 REPTILES 7 2 4 1 0 14 
FISH 35 10 3 2 4 54 
PLANTS 27 25 21 2 0 75 

TOTALS 108 53 49 11 9 230 
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Peale s Peregrine Falcon, listed as Vulnerable by COSEWIC. (Photo 
by, Lorraine Andrusiak.) 
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APPENDIX I 

Species : 

DEFINITIONS OF CONSERVATION STATUS 

ItSpeciestt means any species, subspecies or 
geographically separate population. 

Vulnerable Species: Any indigenous species of fauna or flora that 
is particularly at risk because of low or 
declining numbers, occurrence at the fringe of 
its range or in restricted areas, or for some 
other reason, but is not a threatened species. 

Threatened Species: Any indigenous species of fauna or flora that 
is likely to become endangered in Canada if 
the factors affecting its vulnerability do not 
become reversed. 

Endangered Species: Any indigenous species of fauna or flora that 
is threatened with imminent extinction or 
extirpation throughout all or a significant 
portion of its Canadian range. 

Extirpated Species: Any indigenous species of fauna or flora no 
longer existing in the wild in Canada but 
occurring elsewhere. 

Extinct Species: Any species of fauna or flora formerly 
indigenous to Canada but no longer existing 
anywhere. 
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APPENDIX I11 

BIRD SPECIE8 DESIGNATED BY COSEWIC 
WHICH OCCUR IN BRITISH COLUMBIA 

SPECIES 

Anatum Peregrine Falcon (Falco  ereg grin us 
anatum) 

Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis) 
Sage Thrasher (Oreoscoptes montanus) 

Ferruginous Hawk (Buteo resalis) 
Marbled Murrelet (Brachvramphus 

marmoratus) 
Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularia) 
White-headed Woodpecker (Picoides 

albolarvatus) 

Trumpeter Swan (Cvanus buccinator) 
Cooper's Hawk (Accipiter cooperii) 
Tundra Peregrine Falcon (Falco peresrinus 

tundr ius) 
Peale's Peregrine Falcon (Falco , 

pereqrinus pealei) 
Long-billed Curlew (Numenius americanus) 
Caspian Tern (Sterna caspia) 
Barn Owl (Tvto alba) 
Flammulated Owl (Otus flammeolus) 
Great Gray Owl (Strix nebulosa) 

ED. NOTE: William T. Munro is Deputy Director of the Wildlife 
Branch, B.C. Ministry of Environment, Lands, and Parks, and a 
former Chairperson of COSEWIC. 


