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Abstract—In the fall of 2003, a migration monitoring project was initiated at the Sechelt-Gibsons Airport on the Sunshine 
Coast of British Columbia; the project was repeated again in the fall of 2004. The site produced higher-than-expected 
numbers of several migrant species, some of which were not well represented at other banding stations in the province. In 
particular, numbers of Black-throated Gray Warblers banded on the Sunshine Coast far exceeded those banded at official 
banding stations elsewhere in B.C. The results of this study help to fill an information gap on the movements of birds through 
a relatively understudied portion of the south coast. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
 Population declines in landbirds, particularly 
neotropical migrants, have been extensively documented 
by scientists and birders throughout North America 
(Terborgh, 1989). Many of these species are not 
adequately monitored in Canada by traditional methods 
such as Breeding Bird Surveys and Christmas Bird Counts. 
Migration monitoring can provide information on changes 
in the numbers and distribution patterns of the bird species 
that are not assessed by other methods, as well as 
confirming or even detecting population trends for species 
that are monitored by traditional methods. 
 
 The purpose of this study was to obtain information 
on the timing of migration of passerines, particularly 
neotropical migrants, along the Sunshine Coast by trapping 
and banding birds throughout fall migration (July-
October). Prior to this study, no comprehensive fall bird-
banding programs had been attempted on the Sunshine 
Coast. Continuing the project through a second year 
increased the size of the dataset, and improved the 
understanding of bird movements along this relatively 
understudied portion of B.C.’s south coast. 
 
METHODS 
 
 A study site was selected on the Sunshine Coast, about 
2.0 km north of the community of Wilson Creek and the 
shoreline of the Strait of Georgia. The precise location is 
49o 27’ 25” N and 123o 42’ 45” W, just south of the 
Gibsons-Sechelt Airport (Figure 1). This area has been 
known for many years as a productive area for migrant 
passerines, due to the funnel effect created by the Strait of 
Georgia to the southwest and the extensive areas of 
coniferous forest and mountains to the northeast. The 
banding site is in an open, brushy, early successional area 
with vegetation 2-5m in height. 
 

 
 The vegetation at the banding site consists of 
regenerating Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii), willow 
(Salix spp.), and red alder (Alnus rubra) with an understory 
of Scotch broom (Cytisus scoparius), hardhack (Spiraea 
douglasii), trailing and Himalayan blackberries (Rubus 
ursinus and Rubus discolor), black raspberry (Rubus 
leucodermis), black twinberry (Lonicera involucrata), 
salmonberry (Rubus spectabilis), and other groundcover 
plants such as salal (Gaultheria shallon), dull Oregon-
grape (Mahonia nervosa), and introduced grasses. 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure 1. Aerial photograph indicating the topography and 

types of habitat near the banding site, which is 
shown as a small rectangle below the centre of the 
photo. The airstrip of the Gibsons-Sechelt Airport 
may be seen to the northwest of the site, and above 
that and to the right, a powerline right-of-way. Map 
courtesy of the B.C. Ministry of Sustainable 
Resource Management. 

 
 The initial clearing of vegetation for net lanes began 
in January 2003. By the start of autumn banding operations 
a total of 12 lanes had been created, and all 12 nets were 
used during the 2003 banding. By 2004, the number of 
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working nets had risen to 15. Net lanes were placed 
strategically to sample a variety of nearby habitats and 
movement corridors in the hope of maximizing the number 
and variety of birds caught. Although shrubs were cut back 
where required, in most cases we avoided removing any 
regenerating trees. In 2003, one net was positioned next to 
a heavily used bird feeder in order to target seed eaters. 
This net was removed in 2004 because the site was 
attractive to a local black bear (Ursus americanus) which 
had become a safety hazard at the site. In addition, several 
other nets were moved in 2004 so that a single bander 
could easily monitor them.  
 
 Typically, nets were set up in the morning, usually 
just before sunrise, and checked every 15-30 minutes until 
closing. Nets were generally open 4 - 4.5 hours each day. 
There was variation in the number of nets used on different 
days, depending on the amount of volunteer assistance, as 
well as weather constraints such as wind. The nets were 
3m x 12m, with 4 large panels made of black nylon, and a 
mesh size of 30mm, useful for catching small to moderate-
sized birds. Banding operations were not carried out during 
particularly poor weather conditions; since foul weather 
can increase the stress of birds caught in the net, and can 
even be hazardous to them. 
 
 Birds that had become entangled in the netting were 
carefully extracted, placed in clean cotton bags (one  
bird per bag), and brought to the banding station for 
attachment of bands. Birds were processed as quickly as 

possible to minimize the stress of being handled. Each bird 
was identified to species and subspecies (where 
applicable), and a numbered aluminum band, provided by 
the Bird Banding Office (National Wildlife Research 
Centre, Canadian Wildlife Service, Ottawa), was placed on 
its leg. The following measurements were also taken for 
each bird: wing chord, body condition (fat), weight, 
relative age (adult, hatch-year, etc.), and sex (where 
possible). All banding information was entered into a 
database and later sent to the Bird Banding Office. 
 
 In 2003, banding ran from 9 July to 5 October (48 
days), while in 2004 banding started on 19 July and ended 
15 October (47 days). Because the banding operations 
were undertaken largely during my spare time (and 
without funding support) the overall amount of effort was 
less than “official” banding sites elsewhere in Canada. Any 
comparisons with results from elsewhere should take that 
into account. 
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 
 In autumn 2003, a total of 1940 birds of 50 species 
were banded (Table 1). The following autumn, 2004 birds 
of 55 species were banded. Scientific names of the species 
are given when they are discussed in detail, below, or else 
in an appendix.  
 

 
Table 1. Species and numbers of birds banded in 2003 and 2004, listed in taxonomic order. 

 
 Total  Total 
Species 2003 2004 Species 2003 2004 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 0 1 Cedar Waxwing 17 20 
Rufous Hummingbird 0 8 Tennessee Warbler 0 1 
Red-breasted Sapsucker 2 1 Orange-crowned Warbler 203 446 
Downy Woodpecker 0 1 Nashville Warbler 1 1 
Flicker intergrade 2 0 Yellow Warbler 106 293 
Northern (Red-shafted) Flicker 2 0 Yellow-rumped Warbler 143 58 
Pileated Woodpecker 1 0 Black-throated Gray Warbler 46 45 
Western Wood-Pewee 0 1 Townsend's Warbler 6 1 
Willow Flycatcher 90 115 “Western” Palm Warbler 0 1 
"Traill's" Flycatcher 9 0 MacGillivray's Warbler 14 24 
Hammond's Flycatcher 16 10 Common Yellowthroat 81 81 
Dusky Flycatcher 1 2 Wilson's Warbler 5 8 
Pacific-slope Flycatcher 8 8 Western Tanager 3 7 
Cassin’s Vireo 3 5 Black-headed Grosbeak 10 2 
Hutton's Vireo 3 9 Spotted Towhee 78 58 
Warbling Vireo 16 28 Chipping Sparrow 0 1 
Red-eyed Vireo 2 7 Savannah Sparrow 67 49 
Steller's Jay 3 0 Fox Sparrow 41 48 
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Northern Rough-winged Swallow 0 1 Song Sparrow 83 90 
Chestnut-backed Chickadee 10 10 Lincoln's Sparrow 130 173 
Bushtit 17 2 Swamp Sparrow 0 1 
Brown Creeper 1 2 White-throated Sparrow 1 0 
Bewick's Wren 2 1 White-crowned Sparrow 189 46 
House Wren 1 2 Golden-crowned Sparrow 59 41 
Winter Wren 4 7 Dark-eyed Junco 70 50 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 41 29 Brown-headed Cowbird 1 1 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 68 100 Purple Finch 31 35 
Swainson's Thrush 28 29 House Finch 86 3 
Hermit Thrush 7 7 American Goldfinch 102 27 
American Robin 24 4 Pine Siskin 5 2 
Varied Thrush 1 0 Evening Grosbeak 0 1 
   Total Birds Banded 1940 2004 

 
The presence of both deciduous and coniferous elements in 
the habitat, as well as extensive brushy habitats, resulted in 
high diversity of species during the two banding seasons. 
Due to the brushy, early-successional nature of the banding 
site, birds typical of this habitat were among the most 
frequently caught. Orange-crowned Warbler was the most 
frequently caught species in both seasons (Table 2). Other 
species typical of this habitat such as Lincoln’s Sparrow, 
Willow Flycatcher, Common Yellowthroat, Yellow-
rumped Warbler, and Song Sparrow also occurred in large 
numbers in both banding seasons. The presence of a 
feeding station during the 2003 banding season resulted in 
higher numbers of some seed-eating species during that 
year, most notably White-crowned Sparrow, House Finch, 
and American Goldfinch (Table 1). Species typical of 
deciduous or mixed-forest habitats, such as Black-throated 

Gray and Yellow Warblers, Red-eyed and Warbling 
Vireos, and Black-headed Grosbeak, were likely attracted 
to the extensive stands of regenerating red alder and 
mature willows at the banding site.  
 
 Of the 62 species captured in two years, twenty are 
discussed in further detail below because they are 
considered of particular interest.  This is either because 
they were migrants that occurred in large numbers or 
because they were of infrequent or local occurrence in the 
Sunshine Coast. As it is difficult to compare the two years 
of data due to the irregularity of the banding effort, the 
emphasis of this report is primarily on the results from 
2004. The median dates given below are for 2004 only and 
are the dates when half of the total number of a particular 
species (or age group) was banded. 

 
Table 2. Ranking of the 10 most numerous species of birds caught in the two years of banding. 

 
 

2003 2004 
Species No. Banded Species No. Banded 
Orange-crowned Warbler 203 Orange-crowned Warbler 446 

White-crowned Sparrow 189 Yellow Warbler 293 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 143 Lincoln’s Sparrow 173 

Lincoln’s Sparrow 130 Willow Flycatcher 115 

Yellow Warbler 106 Ruby-crowned Kinglet 100 

American Goldfinch 102 Song Sparrow 90 

Willow Flycatcher 90 Common Yellowthroat 81 

House Finch 86 Yellow-rumped Warbler 58 

Song Sparrow 83 Spotted Towhee 58 

Common Yellowthroat 81 Dark-eyed Junco 50 
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Willow Flycatcher  (Empidonax traillii) 
 The median date for the migration of adult Willow 
Flycatchers was notably earlier (26 July) than that of 
hatch-year birds (17 August). Adult Willow Flycatchers 
which were caught early were likely local breeders, 
making the identification of migrants difficult and 
complicating the assignment of an early arrival date for the 
species. Adult Willow Flycatchers typically begin their fall 
migration earlier than many other passerine species since 
they do not begin their pre-basic moult until reaching the 
wintering grounds (Pyle, 1997). The peak Willow 
Flycatcher migration occurred during early to mid-August, 
with high counts on 9 August (10 birds) and 16 August (19 
birds), with the last individual banded on 10 September. 
The pattern in 2003 was comparable to that of 2004, with 
the adult median date (9 August) falling earlier than that of 
hatch-year birds (20 August). 
 
Hutton’s Vireo  (Vireo huttoni) 
 This vireo is a permanent resident of the Sunshine 
Coast, although the banding station itself is not situated in 
typical habitat for the species. All 9 birds banded in 2004 
and 3 banded in 2003 were hatch-year birds (Table 3),  
 

which suggests a dispersal of young birds from nearby 
breeding areas in coniferous forests. Alternatively, this 
could suggest that there is a local or partial migration 
through the area.  
 
Warbling Vireo  (Vireo gilvus) 
 Only hatch-year Warbling Vireos were banded in 
2004, although adults are found locally (demonstrated by 
the capture and banding of 2 adults in 2003). Both of the 
adult birds may have been local breeders. The high count 
of 8 individuals coincided with the first arrival of the 
species on 5 August 2004, and the last Warbling Vireo was 
banded on 27 September.  
 
Red-eyed Vireo  (Vireo olivaceus) 
 The highest count of Red-eyed Vireos occurred on 5 
August, when 3 birds were banded. The last individual was 
netted on 23 August. The first individual banded in 2004 
(28 July) was assumed to be a local breeder as a brood 
patch was present. This species is relatively uncommon on 
the Sunshine Coast, thus a capture of 7 over the course of 
the season is noteworthy.  
 
 
 

Table 3. Age classes of twenty species of particular interest, for individuals banded during 2004. Birds 
 which had not been aged are not included in the last two columns, but are included in the total 
 banded, explaining any discrepancies on a given line. 
 

Species Total banded Adults total Hatch-yr. total  

Willow Flycatcher 115 12 103 
 Warbling Vireo 28 0 28 
 Red-eyed Vireo 7 4 3 
 Ruby-crowned Kinglet 100 13 63 
 Swainson's Thrush 29 7 22 
 Orange-crowned Warbler 446 111 335 
 Yellow Warbler 293 47 246 
 Yellow-rumped Warbler (Audubon's)  28  4 23 
 Yellow-rumped Warbler (Myrtle) 13 9 4 
 Black-throated Gray Warbler 45 3 42 
 MacGillivray's Warbler 24 3 21 
 Common Yellowthroat 81 13 68 
 Black-headed Grosbeak 2 1 1 
 Savannah Sparrow 49 17 32 
 Fox Sparrow 48  11 36 
 Song Sparrow 90  19 70 
 Lincoln's Sparrow 173 37 136 
 White-crowned Sparrow (Puget Sound) 31 3 28 
 White-crowned Sparrow (Gambel’s) 5 0 5 
 Golden-crowned Sparrow 41 8 33 
 Dark-eyed Junco 50 8 42 
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Ruby-crowned Kinglet  (Regulus calendula) 
 Ruby-crowned Kinglet is not a regular breeding 
species on the Sunshine Coast (Greenfield, 1997), and was 
not recorded as a migrant until late in the banding season 
(first captures: 8 September 2003, 6 September 2004). 
Numbers continued to build until the end of banding, with 
peak captures in 2004 on 29 September (21) and 10 
October (17).  
 
Swainson’s Thrush  (Catharus ustulatus) 
 The movement of Swainson’s Thrush through the site 
was fairly constant throughout most of the banding period, 
to about the third week of September. There was a minor 
peak during the first part of September, but the maximum 
number (3) caught on any single day occurred on 5 
August. The median date for adult birds was somewhat 
earlier (8 August) than that of hatch-year birds (28 August) 
and was likely a reflection of the fact that the species 
breeds in the area. The last occurrence for this species was 
on 20 September. The 2003 data were similar to those 
from 2004. 
 
Orange-crowned Warbler  (Vermivora celata) 
 This was the most frequently banded species in both 
years. Although Orange-crowned Warblers breed in the 
vicinity of the banding station, the first migrants were not 
netted until the first week of August. Migration of this 
species continued through to the end of the banding period, 
with highest counts on 16 August (28 birds), 30 August 
(28 birds), 2 September (41 birds), and 16 September (30 
birds). Median dates for both years suggested that adult 
Orange-crowned Warblers migrated later than the hatch-
year birds (Adult median: 15 September 2003, 24 
September 2004; hatch-year median: 9 September 2003, 2 
September 2004). It is possible that the energy demands 
and flight costs which result from moulting may cause the 
adult birds to stay on their breeding grounds longer than 
hatch-year individuals.  
 
Yellow Warbler  (Dendroica petechia) 
 The migration of Yellow Warblers began in early 
August and continued until at least 20 September (last 
occurrence). Large numbers of Yellow Warblers were 
caught during August, with the highest number captured 
on 16 August (55 birds). During the first week of 
September the numbers began to decrease, although a 
secondary peak occurred around 7 September. As with 
Orange-crowned Warbler, the median dates showed that 
adults migrated one to two weeks later than young birds 
(adult median: 30 August 2003, 27 August 2004; hatch-
year median: 16 August 2003, 18 August 2004). The 
migration peak for 2003 was comparable to that of 2004. 
 
Yellow-rumped Warbler  (Dendroica coronata) 
“Audubon’s” Yellow-rumped Warbler  (D. c. auduboni) 

 The first Audubon’s Warbler was banded on 16 
August, and the last one on 29 September. The peak for 
this subspecies was very restricted; 17 were banded on 14 
September and the next highest number (3 birds) was 
caught on 16 September. This illustrates how easy it would 
be to miss the migration of a certain species/subspecies, 
and the importance of daily banding (weather permitting). 
It also illustrates the need for long-term monitoring. 
Numbers of Audubon’s Warblers banded dropped 
substantially between years, from a total of 64 in 2003 to 
only 28 in 2004. Peak migration for both years occurred in 
mid-September.  
 
“Myrtle” Yellow-rumped Warbler  (D. c. coronata) 
 The first Myrtle Warbler was banded on 14 
September, noticeably later than the date of the first 
Audubon’s Warbler capture, although the timing of the 
migration peak was similar for both subspecies. The 
highest number of Myrtle Warblers captured was on 16 
September (5 birds). The greater number of adults netted 
(Table 3) may simply reflect the fact that adult Yellow-
rumped Warblers are easier to identify to subspecies than 
hatch-year birds; 17 hatch-year Yellow-rumped Warblers 
were left unidentified to subspecies, due to difficulties in 
identification. As with the Audubon’s subspecies, the 
number of Myrtle Warblers banded was higher in 2003 
(34) than in 2004 (13).  
 
Black-throated Gray Warbler  (Dendroica nigrescens) 
 Although first banded on 19 July (presumably a local 
breeder), the first assumed migrant Black-throated Gray 
Warbler was caught on 5 August. High counts of this 
species occurred on 10 August (11 birds) and 16 August (7 
birds). Numbers trailed off towards the end of August and 
only 5 Black-throated Grays were banded in September 
(last one on 10 September). These observations suggested 
that the peak migration of this species occurred in mid-
August. In 2003, there appeared to be two distinct peaks, 
one in mid-August and the next in the second week of 
September. The ratio of captured males to females in 2004 
was approximately 50% with 21 males and 22 females 
banded, while in 2003 the number of males caught (25) 
exceeded the number of females (17). The number of 
Black-throated Gray Warblers banded at this site is of 
interest provincially since no other banding station in the 
province has banded such a large number of individuals. 
To illustrate this point, the Rocky Point Bird Observatory 
on southern Vancouver Island, which is the only official 
banding station situated in good habitat for Black-throated 
Gray Warbler in B.C., has banded a total of 28 individuals 
during the entire 10-year period of autumn banding 
(RPBO, 1994-2003). The other official bird banding 
stations in British Columbia (Mackenzie, Vaseux Lake and 
Revelstoke) are outside the normal range of this species. 
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MacGillivray’s Warbler  (Oporornis tolmiei) 
 Migration of this species peaked in early to mid-
August, with the high counts on 5 August and 9 August (5 
birds each). This species disappeared from the study area 
at a relatively early date compared to the other neotropical 
migrants; only one bird was captured after August 19 (on 
September 10). The number of birds netted in 2003 was 
considerably lower than in 2004; this was most likely due 
to reduced banding effort in the early part of the 2003 
season. Despite this discrepancy, a similar migration peak 
in early to mid August was detectable in both years. 
 
Common Yellowthroat  (Geothlypis trichas) 
 Adult Common Yellowthroats were continuously 
caught throughout the season, with 2 banded on the first 
day of netting and one on the last day. The habitat 
surrounding the banding station supported several pairs of 
breeding Yellowthroats, making detection of migrants 
problematic. Hatch-year birds, most likely migrants, 
appeared to have two migration peaks in both 2003 and 
2004, with one peak occurring from the first to the third 
week of August (high count: 8 birds on 5 August 2004) 
and a second peak occurring between the first and the third 
week of September. The first peak likely represented the 
dispersal of local fledglings, whereas the second peak 
probably consisted of more distant migrants. 
 
Black-headed Grosbeak  (Pheucticus melanocephalus) 
 Only 2 Black-headed Grosbeaks were caught in 2004 
compared to 10 in 2003. The last Black-headed Grosbeak 
of 2003 was a hatch-year bird, caught on September 20; 
this seems a fairly late date for this species to be present in 
this part of the province.  
 
Savannah Sparrow  (Passerculus sandwichensis) 
 A peak movement of Savannah Sparrows was not 
apparent, although high counts did occur on 2 September 
and 6 September (8 birds both days). Following the first 
capture in mid-August, the presence of this species was 
continuous throughout the remainder of the banding 
season. The number captured in 2003 was similar to that in 
2004 and the date of first capture differed by only one day 
(16 August 2003 and 17 August 2004). 
 
Fox Sparrow  (Passerella iliaca) 
 The first Fox Sparrow of 2004 was banded on 9 
September, with the peak occurring during the last two 
weeks of September and into the first week of October. In 
2003, the first Fox Sparrow was banded on 28 August, and 
the peak movement was similar to that observed in 2004. 
All Fox Sparrows banded at the site were of the coastal 
“Sooty” subspecies group (unalaschcensis group). 
 
Song Sparrow  (Melospiza melodia) 
 The lateness of the first arrival of this species in both 
years (29 August 2003 and 2 September 2004) suggests 

that the Song Sparrow was not a local breeder in the 
immediate vicinity of the net lanes, although it likely 
occurred in nearby areas of suitable habitat. In both years, 
the median date for adults was approximately a week later 
than that of hatch-year birds. A small peak occurred in the 
last 2 weeks of September, with the highest count being on 
20 September (10 birds). A similar peak was found in 
September 2003. The migration of Song Sparrows 
continued throughout the rest of the banding season.  
 
Lincoln’s Sparrow  (Melospiza lincolnii) 
 Lincoln’s was the most numerous sparrow captured, 
with 173 birds netted in 2004 and 130 in 2003. As with 
Song Sparrow, the median date for adults was slightly later 
than that of hatch-year birds. The peak of migration was 
prolonged, starting near the end of August and continuing 
through September. High counts occurred on 2 September 
(18 birds), 7 September (11) and 19 September (19). A 
similar prolonged peak was noted throughout September 
2003.  
 
White-crowned Sparrow  (Zonotrichia leucophrys) 
“Puget Sound” White-crowned Sparrow  (Z. l. pugetensis) 
 This is the locally breeding subspecies on the 
Sunshine Coast. Numbers of this subspecies peaked in 
early September, with a high count of 10 birds captured on 
4 September. Many more Puget Sound White-crowned 
Sparrows were banded in 2003 (153 in total) than in 2004. 
This was likely an effect of the feeding station. The timing 
of migration between the 2 years was quite similar.  
 
“Gambel’s” White-crowned Sparrow  (Z. l. gambelii) 
 This subspecies breeds much further north than 
pugetensis, which likely explains the late arrival dates of 
17 September 2003 and 19 September 2004. All Gambel’s 
White-crowned Sparrows captured during the 2 year study 
(36 in 2003, 5 in 2004) were hatch-year birds.  
 
Golden-crowned Sparrow  (Zonotrichia atricapilla) 
 This species was first captured on 2 September, with 
numbers peaking on 19 September (14 birds). The 
migration period for Golden-crowned Sparrow continued 
through to the end of the banding season. The data from 
2003 showed a similar pattern, with the peak occurring in 
the third week of September.  
 
Dark-eyed Junco  (Junco hyemalis) 
 For both 2003 and 2004 banding seasons, the first 
captures occurred during the third week of August (21 
August 2003; 20 August 2004). Numbers increased into 
September and remained fairly constant to the end of 
banding. Peak numbers in 2004 occurred on 7 September 
(6) and 15 October (6). All individuals banded in both 
seasons were of the “Oregon” type (J.h.oreganus group).  
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Unusual Species 
 The following species and subspecies were of interest 
from a regional perspective because they were represented 
by very few records or no records for the Sunshine Coast, 
prior to this banding program (Mr. Tony Greenfield, 
Sunshine Coast Natural History Society, pers. comm.). The 
identity of these unusual birds was confirmed in several 
ways. First, the workers at the banding station examined 
the birds carefully and compared with the known 
descriptions. Second, each bird was photographed in order 
to document the record. The photographs were examined 
by knowledgeable members of the Sunshine Coast Natural 
History Society, Mr. Jukka Jantunen of Gibsons and Mr. 
Tony Greenfield of Sechelt. They confirmed the 
identifications in all cases. 
 
2003 

● Dusky Flycatcher (Empidonax oberholseri). A 
hatch-year bird was banded on 15 September. 
This individual represented the first record of 
Dusky Flycatcher for the Sunshine Coast 

 
● House Wren (Troglodytes aedon). A hatch-year 

bird was banded on 14 August. Although this 
species is a rare breeder on the Sunshine Coast, 
and was first recorded in 1993, its numbers are 
apparently increasing. 

 
● Nashville Warbler (Vermivora ruficapilla). A 

hatch-year bird was banded on 15 September. 
This species is a casual migrant on the Sunshine 
Coast. 

 
● White-throated Sparrow (Zonotrichia albicollis). 

An adult was banded on 30 September. This 
species is a rare migrant and winter visitor on the 
Sunshine Coast. 

 
2004 

● Dusky Flycatcher. Two hatch-year individuals 
were captured on September 12 and 14 (Figure 2). 
These were the second and third records of this 
species for the Sunshine Coast. 

 
● House Wren. Two hatch-year individuals were 

banded on 5 August and 6 September.  
 
● Tennessee Warbler (Vermivora peregrina). A 

hatch-year bird was captured on 14 September, 
representing a first record for the Sunshine Coast 
(Figure 3).  

 
● Nashville Warbler. A hatch-year bird was 

captured on 2 September. This species is a casual 
migrant on the Sunshine Coast.  

 

● “Western” Palm Warbler (Dendroica palmarum 
palmarum). A hatch-year bird was banded on 1 
October, representing the first record of this 
species on the Sunshine Coast.  

 
● “Eastern” Wilson’s Warbler (Wilsonia pusilla 

pusilla). An adult female showing the 
characteristics of this subspecies was banded on 2 
October, potentially representing the first record 
for British Columbia. This individual was 
smaller, duller, greener, and paler yellow than the 
coastal chryseola and interior pileolata 
subspecies. It was aged as an adult based on 
plumage features, supported by a fully ossified 
skull, and subsequently sexed as a female. It was 
photographed and carefully measured, with all 
measurements falling within the range given in 
Pyle (1997) for pusilla and outside the ranges 
given for either chryseola or pileolata.  

 
● Swamp Sparrow (Melospiza georgiana). A hatch-

year bird was banded on 29 September. This 
species is a rare fall migrant on the Sunshine 
Coast. 

 
 

 
 
Figure 2.  A hatch-year Dusky Flycatcher, captured and  
 photographed on 12 September 2004. 
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Figure 3.  A hatch-year Tennessee Warbler, captured and 
 photographed on 14 September 2004. 
 
Band Recoveries 
 In 2003, the following three birds banded on the 
Sunshine Coast were recovered away from the banding 
station: 
 

● A House Finch (Carpodacus mexicanus), banded 
on 16 August 2003 as a hatch-year bird, was 
recovered dead in Olympia, Washington on 26 
October 2003. 

 
● A Yellow Warbler, banded on 18 August 2003 as 

a hatch-year bird, was recovered dead in Olympic 
Valley, California on approximately 16 
September 2003. 

 
● A MacGillivray's Warbler, banded on 20 August 

2003 as a hatch-year bird, was recovered dead, 
apparently after striking an object (perhaps a 
window), in West Vancouver on 28 August 2003. 
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Appendix:  Scientific names which were not provided previously. 
 
Sharp-shinned Hawk   Accipiter striatus 
Rufous Hummingbird   Selasphorus rufus 
Red-breasted Sapsucker   Sphyrapicus ruber 
Downy Woodpecker   Picoides pubescens 
Red-shafted Flicker   Colaptes auratus cafer 
Flicker Intergrade    C.a.cafer x auratus 
Northern Flicker    Colaptes auratus 
Pileated Woodpecker   Dryocopus pileatus 
Western Wood-Pewee   Contopus sordidulus 
“Traill’s” (Willow/Alder) Flycatcher Empidonax traillii / alnorum 
Hammond’s Flycatcher   Empidonax hammondii 
Pacific-slope Flycatcher   Empidonax difficilis 
Cassin’s Vireo    Vireo cassinii 
Steller’s Jay    Cyanocitta stelleri 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow  Stegidopteryx serripennis 
Chestnut-backed Chickadee  Poecile rufescens 
Bushtit     Psaltriparus minimus 
Brown Creeper    Certhia americana 
Bewick’s Wren    Thryomanes bewickii 
Winter Wren    Troglodytes troglodytes 
Golden-crowned Kinglet   Regulus satrapa 
Hermit Thrush    Catharus guttatus 
American Robin    Turdus migratorius 
Varied Thrush    Ixoreus naevius 
Cedar Waxwing    Bombycilla cedrorum 
Townsend’s Warbler   Dendroica townsendi 
Western Tanager    Piranga ludoviciana 
Spotted Towhee    Pipilo maculatus 
Chipping Sparrow   Spizella passerina 
Brown-headed Cowbird   Molothrus ater 
Purple Finch    Carpodacus purpureus 
American Goldfinch   Carduelis tristis 
Pine Siskin    Carduelis pinus 
Evening Grosbeak   Coccothraustes vespertinus 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sedge Wren. 
Drawing by B. Heybroek, 2006. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


