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This is the third annual report of the BC Bird Records

Committee (hereafter committee) since its re-instatement

in 2013. Details on the committee’s mandate, history, oper-

ating guidelines, and past decisions can be found in Hentze

(2014; 2015). Membership remained mostly consistent

from the current committee’s formation in 2013. One indi-

vidual, Russell Cannings, left the committee and a request

for applications for committee membership was posted to

the BCFO website and regional listservs. Three expres-

sions of interest were received by the posting deadline, and

after deliberation by the committee and ratification by the

BCFO Board of Directors, Guy Monty was officially ad-

ded to the committee. Members serve no more than two

consecutive three-year terms, so additional membership

opportunities will exist in the future. In total, the commit-

tee reached a decision on 56 records in 2015. These in-

clude 47 accepted to the Main List, one accepted to the

Provisional List and eight not accepted due to issues of

identification (seven reports) or provenance (one report).

Details on all these records are provided below. In addi-

tion, there were several records submitted in 2015 that are

still before the committee. Decisions on those records have

not been finalized, and will be detailed in a future report.

Submitted records included observations from 2000 to

2015, as we continue to try to clear the large backlog of re-

cords from the past and present. It is hoped that birders

will become proactive about submitting reports to the com-

mittee. The majority of records received have been the res-

ult of direct requests from the committee to various

observers. Nonetheless, several records were received un-

prompted. In one case the observers of a provincial first

had a report submitted within hours of the discovery! To

facilitate the submission process, the committee has estab-

lished a review list detailing the species for which we

would like to receive reports, along with a rare bird report

form template (revised in 2015). Up-to-date details on

committee membership, the review list, rare bird report

forms, committee decisions, photos of many of these re-

cords, and other information can be accessed from the

BCFO website (http://www.bcfo.ca).

The following is a list of all records reviewed since the

previous report. Bird species are listed taxonomically and

with naming following the seventh edition of the American

Ornithologists’ Union (AOU) Check-list of North Americ-

an Birds (1988) and subsequent supplements up to the 56th

(2015). Provincial firsts are written out in uppercase. The

number in brackets following the species name refers to

the unique Bird Records Committee Number assigned to

the record. Primary finders/observers are listed for accep-

ted records only and are designated by (†). If more than

one observer is listed, an asterisk (*) indicates those who

submitted details. In some cases an observer other than the

original finder submitted details. Although the committee

appreciates receiving reports from the original finder(s),

details from subsequent observers are also encouraged and

welcomed. If photos (ph), video (v), or sound recordings

(so) were provided, that is also listed after the observer’s

initials. Descriptions of records are based on comments

and discussion provided from individual committee mem-

bers during official committee business.
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Bird Records Committee Decisions

Accepted Records

Main List

Accepted records are ones for which the committee

has received documentation that conclusively supports

the identification. In addition, accepted records are be-

lieved to pertain to wild birds that arrived in British

Columbia without the active intervention of humans. Re-

cords that are provincial firsts are accepted to the main

list if they are accompanied by physical evidence (i. e.

photograph, video recording, sound recording, and/or

specimen). Records of non-firsts may be accepted

without physical evidence if the provided notes are de-

tailed enough to eliminate other species.

Emperor Goose (Chen canagica) – (2014-020)

West Steveston Dike, Richmond and Reifel Migratory

Bird Sanctuary, Delta – 2009 October 19-20 and 24 –

Hank Tseng†, Peter Candido* (ph), Marc Sole†* (ph)

This record was of a juvenile Emperor Goose ori-

ginally found along the West Steveston Dike. The bird

was present here in the fields and foreshore over two

days. Another sighting of a juvenile Emperor Goose

seen several days later in the fields near the eastern-

most trail at the George C. Reifel Migratory Bird

Sanctuary then surfaced on a birding blog. Given the

proximity of Reifel to the Steveston area, the dates,

and the same plumage of the bird in these two records,

the committee concluded that they pertain to the same

individual bird. There were no sightings of this bird

between October 20 and 24.

Great Shearwater (Puffinus gravis) – (2014-025) and

(2015-028)

1 ) 2014-025: 51° 22’ 9.2’’ North, 129° 46’ 46.6’’ West

(Queen Charlotte Sound) – 2013 August 05 – JeffGil-

ligan†, Paul Lehman†*, Owen Schmidt (ph), m.ob.

2) 2015-028: 52° 36.3’ North, 130° 34.3’ West (Hec-

ate Strait) – 2013 September 05 – Jared Towers† (ph)

These two sightings add to the increasing trend of

Great Shearwater records in the North Pacific, and repres-

ent the third and fourth accepted provincial records. All

provincial records have been from the summer and fall

(June through September), though this may reflect greater

observer coverage during those seasons. The summer/fall

of 2013 in particular appeared to be a good one for obser-

vations of this species in the North Pacific with multiple

reports (and sometimes of multiple individuals! ) from B.C.

(though not all of these have yet been received by the

committee) and other jurisdictions (e.g. five accepted indi-

viduals in California; CBRC). The August record here was

a bird seen by many observers aboard a cruise ship. Such

cruise ship birding has provided the majority of rare

seabird reports received by the committee over the past

couple of years.

Snowy Egret (Egretta thula) – (2015-026)

Jensen’s Bay, Tofino – 2011 May 19-23 – Ralph

Crombie†, Adrian Dorst* (ph)

An adult bird in breeding plumage was seen and pho-

tographed over several days. At least during some of its

stay the bird was present with a Great Egret, which al-

though not a review species, is rare on Vancouver Island.

The date range for this record has been reported differently

by various online sources, and was incorrect in the details

submitted to us. We believe those listed here to be the cor-

rect dates based on contacting observers and reviewing

listserv reports.

Ferruginous Hawk (Buteo regalis) – (2015-27)

Separation Lake, south of Kamloops – 2006

September 01 -10 – Chris Charlesworth† (ph)

The written report and submitted photo clearly show an

adult Ferruginous Hawk. As expected given the species

normal range, most records in the province are from the

southern interior.

Lesser Sand-Plover (Charadrius mongolus) – (2015-017)

Boundary Bay, Delta – 2007 July 12-17 – Carlo

Giovanella†, Ilya Povalyaev* (ph)

The report received by the committee was scant

on written details but included an excellent photo-

graph of the bird. This record pertains to an adult

male coming out of breeding plumage. Lesser Sand-

Plover is uncommon to very rare in Alaska depending

on location and season (Howell et al. 201 4). There

have been two Greater Sand-Plover records in North

America (one each in California and Florida), and

separation of these two species can require careful

observation. Details visible in the photo such as the

extent of rufous on the breast extending onto the

flanks and bill proportions were two such features

eliminating Greater. Furthermore, a thin dark border

separating the rufous breast from the white throat and

the large white supraloral areas indicate that this bird

was of the mongolus subspecies group of Lesser

Sand-Plover. The mongolus group (Mongolian Sand-
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Plover) is the only form of Lesser recorded in North Amer-

ica, with specimen records pertaining to subspecies steg-

manni (Howell et al. 2014). While unrecorded in North

America, the atrifrons group may represent a separate spe-

cies, so identification to the subspecies group is important

when possible, such as for this adult bird. Approximately

half the west coast records (excluding Alaska) pertain to

adults in the June to August period (as with this record),

the other half are juveniles seen in September to October

(Howell et al. 2014).

Snowy Plover (Charadrius nivosus) – (2015-021 )

Wickanninish Beach, Pacific Rim National Park

Reserve – 2014 December 18 – Robin Kite†

No photo was obtained of this individual but the writ-

ten description ruled out other species of plover, especially

by the bill and leg colour. Most importantly a colour-band

combination was noted and submitted to researchers in the

U.S.A. providing us with an exact age and origin. It was

thus determined that this Snowy Plover was one of three

chicks banded with this colour combination in 2014 in

Centerville Beach, Oregon.

Bristle-thighed Curlew (Numenius tahitiensis) – (2015-023)

Long Beach, Pacific Rim National Park Reserve –

2010 June 25-27 – Daryl Johnson†*, Adrian Dorst (ph)

Bristle-thighed Curlew is accidental in the province des-

pite birds migrating between breeding grounds in Alaska

and wintering sites in the Tropical Pacific, such as the north-

west Hawaiian islands. This bird was seen foraging with

Whimbrels on June 25 and was present on Long Beach

through the 27th. The photograph received by the committee

shows the bird well, especially the tail, thereby eliminating

congeners. Bristle-thighed Curlew is casual on the west

coast south ofAlaska, and of the 16 accepted records from

Washington (six records; WBRC), Oregon (eight records;

WBRC) and California (two records; CBRC), 13 were

found in the spring of 1998. This influx of birds was likely

the result of anomalous weather conditions encountered dur-

ing the curlew’s northward trans-oceanic migration, perhaps

owing to the influence of the positive phase of the West Pa-

cific Oscillation (Mlodinow et al. 1999). The single sighting

and date of this current record suggest that broad weather

patterns are probably not responsible for the arrival of this

bird, though this has not been investigated in depth.

Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica) – (2014-023),

(2014-024) and (2015-045)

1 ) 2014-023: Jensen’s Bay, Tofino – 2010 June 06-

11 – Adrian Dorst† (ph)

2) 2014-024: Long Beach, Pacific Rim National

Park Reserve – 2010 July 06 - Adrian Dorst† (ph)

3) 201 5-045: Venn Passage, ~8 km west of

Prince Rupert – 201 5 June 30 – Ilya Povalyaev†*

(ph), YousifAttia†

Three records of Bar-tailed Godwits were reviewed by

the committee spanning the years 2010 to 2015. This is un-

representative of the larger number of Bar-tailed Godwits

that have been sighted in the province over this same time

period. The two records from 2010 were both from the

Tofino area, with the June record pertaining to a breeding-

plumaged male and the July record a female-type bird. The

June 2015 record is also a female-type bird, and may be in

first-alternate plumage. Details provided in the 2015 record

are sufficient to assign this bird to the baueri subspecies, as

is the expected form in the province.

Little Stint (Calidris minuta) - (2015-031 )

Sidney – 2014 September 03-09 – James Bradley†*

(ph), Daniel Donnecke (ph)

This juvenile Little Stint was seen very well and photo-

graphed by many observers during its week-long stay. Most

frequently it was in the bay near Resthaven Park, but pre-

sumably the same individual was occasionally found at Sid-

ney Spit, approximately 5-6 km away. Juvenile Little Stints

in western North America are thought to be misoriented in-

dividuals that enter North America from the East Asian

breeding grounds via the Bering Sea (Howell et al. 2014).

Stint identification, especially of juveniles, is challenging,

and both this species and Red-necked Stint are likely more

regular in the province than records indicate.

White-rumped Sandpiper (Calidris fuscicollis) – (2015-047)

Boundary Bay, Delta – 2006 July 02 – Ilya

Povalyaev† (ph)

This record was of an adult bird seen well and pho-

tographed at Boundary Bay. A combination of field-

marks such as the flank streaking, bill pattern, long

wing projection, and white rump (described in notes but

not visible in supplied photograph) eliminate all other

shorebird species.

Crested Auklet (Aethia cristatella) – (2014-022)

Cleland Island, Tofino – 2013 July 30 to August 01

– Orin Lawson†, Jay Feaver (ph), Adrian Dorst*

No written details about the bird were received, but

the supplied photograph clearly shows an adult or near-

adult Crested Auklet.
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Ivory Gull (Pagophila eburnea) – (2015-046)

Abbotsford – 2007 November 10-1 3 – Chris Kin-

man†, Ilya Povalyaev* (ph)

This record pertains to an adult Ivory Gull found in

agricultural fields in association with Mew Gulls. The

size and structure of the bird, dark eye, and greenish bill

with yellow tip all eliminate an albino gull of another

species, while the bill colour and lack of black spots in

the plumage indicate an adult bird.

Little Gull (Hydrocoloeus minutus) – (2015-046)

Kuskanax Creek, Nakusp – 2014 April 28 – Gary

Davidson† (ph)

This immature (second-year) Little Gull was photo-

graphed in Nakusp. Most often encountered on the

south coast, there are several records from the interior

over the past decade including both spring and fall

sightings of adults and immatures. The breeding origin

of these birds is unknown, and it is possible that the

species nests somewhere in the province. Elsewhere in

North America breeding evidence is scant, and little is

known of its ecology on this continent (Ewins and

Weseloh 1 999).

Iceland Gull (Larus glaucoides) – (2015-015), (2015-029)

and (2015-030)

1 ) 201 5-01 5: Esquimalt Lagoon, Colwood –

201 0 December 1 8 to 2011 March 26 – Val

George†, Ian Cruickshank* (ph)

2) 201 5-029: Glenmore Landfill, Kelowna –

201 5 March 11 – Chris Charlesworth†* (ph, v),

Ryan Tomlinson

3) 2015-030: Maude Roxby Bird Sanctuary,

Kelowna – 2000 March 04 – Chris Charlesworth†

Iceland Gull is regularly reported in the province,

though few records have thus far been received by the

committee. While this species occurs more frequently

than the cut-off used for review list species, it has

been retained on the review list for now owing to the

identification challenges inherent in gull identifica-

tion. Further confounding the issue is the fact that

species limits between L. thayeri, L. g. kumlieni, and

nominate L. g. glaucoides are poorly understood. The

whole complex may represent anywhere from one to

three species, with no assortative mating, and mor-

phological features overlapping broadly (Snell 2002).

Nonetheless, as Iceland Gull is currently treated as

distinct from Thayer’s Gull by the AOU, the commit-

tee is reviewing these records. All three records re-

viewed here were considered to be of “Kumlien’s”

gulls. General features considered to be indicative of

Iceland Gull in combination include pale plumage,

round “dove-like” heads, dainty bills, and long wing

proj ection. The 201 0/201 1 and 201 5 records pertained

to first-cycle birds, while the 2000 record was of a

third- or fourth-winter bird.

White-winged Dove (Zenaida asiatica) – (2015-003) and

(2015-009)

1 ) 2015-003: Private residence, Richmond – Spring

2002 – Janice Moat†, Alan Moat* (ph)

2) 2015-009: Private residence, Shirley – 2014

September 20 – Cathy Carlson† (ph)

Both White-winged Dove records reviewed were of

birds foraging on the ground at private residences. The

date of the Richmond record is uncertain. Although the

date span originally covered approximately a one-year

period, analysis of vegetation development patterns by a

botanist narrowed the range down to April to June 2002,

in line with the observer’s hunch. As these were film

photos no digital exif data, such as date, were available.

Both birds were only present on one day, the Shirley bird

for approximately 30 minutes before being flushed by a

Merlin and not seen again.

Lesser Nighthawk (Chordeiles acutipennis) – (2015-006)

and (2015-037)

1 ) 2015-006: Whiffin Spit, Sooke – 2011 May 28 –

Jeremy Gatten† (ph)

2) 2015-037: Iona Island Regional Park, Richmond

– 2006 June 30 – Ilya Povalyaev†, Peter Candido*

(ph) - specimen

These two records represent the second and third

provincial records of Lesser Nighthawk. The Iona re-

cord pertains to a specimen discovered only 25 days

after the first provincial record (see Hentze 201 5). The

specimen is deposited with the Cowan Vertebrate Mu-

seum at the Beaty Biodiversity Centre, UBC: Accession

No. UBCBBM CTC B01 6072. The 2011 record is of a

live bird first found when it was inadvertently flushed

off the ground.

Costa’s Hummingbird (Calypte costae) – (2015-004)

Private Residence, Gibsons – Multiple dates 2012-

2014 (see text) – Barry Janyk†, Marcia Mason* (ph)

This Costa’s Hummingbird report involves an

adult male bird that showed up at the same humming-

bird feeder three years in a row. The bird was initially
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seen on 201 2 July 08 and was present until 2012 Septem-

ber 20. In 2013 the bird returned on April 30, but then was

absent until May 12 when it was present until September

10. It returned again on 2014 May 01 and stayed “for two

weeks only”. Although the breeding range of Costa’s

Hummingbird has remained relatively stable over time,

many records of vagrants have occurred throughout the Pa-

cific Northwest, up to Alaska (Baltosser and Scott 1 996),

and sightings may be increasing. Records in the Pacific

Northwest are predominantly of adult males, though it is

not known if this reflects an identification bias as females

are harder to identify, or if this represents a true difference

in dispersal or vagrancy differences between the sexes

(Baltosser and Scott 1 996).

AcornWoodpecker (Melanerpes formicivorus) – (2015-022)

Cedar Hill Golf Course, Saanich – 2014 November

08-26 – Klaus Emmaneel† (ph)

An adult female Acorn Woodpecker spent several

weeks in the Garry Oak trees along the Cedar Hill Golf

Course and residential roads. It was seen by many and

well photographed.

Crested Caracara (Caracara cheriway) – (2015-043)

RevelstokeAirport – 2011 June 30 – Russell Cannings†

This single-observer sighting of a presumed adult

Crested Caracara was only seen in flight as it flew dir-

ectly to the northeast. Nonetheless, sufficient details were

noted that eliminate all other species (with the possible

exception of Southern Caracara [Caracara plancus]

which is not known from North America). Crested Cara-

cara now has an increasing pattern of vagrancy

throughout North America including British Columbia

where there is one previous accepted record (Hentze

201 5) and two more reports that have not yet been re-

ceived by the committee.

Ash-throated Flycatcher (Myiarchus cinerascens) – (2015-012)

Mugaha Marsh, Mackenzie – 2008 August 28 –

James Bradley† (ph), Ken Burton† (ph), Vi Lambie*

This hatch-year bird was captured in a mist net at the

Mackenzie Nature Observatory (Mugaha Marsh). It was

photographed and banded before being released. The

band number was 1 931 -2731 5. This bird represents the

northernmost record for B.C. While approaching the

northernmost record for this species, Alaska has an ac-

cepted record from Ketchikan, and an unsubstantiated re-

port from Juneau (Gibson et al. 201 3).

WHITE-EYEDVIREO (Vireo griseus) – (2015-002)

Kokanee Creek Provincial Park – 2014 December

01 -06 – Paul Prappas†* (ph), Carolee Colter†, Gary

Davidson†*, Craig Sandvig (ph)

This is the province’s first record ofWhite-eyed Vireo.

This apparent adult was present for almost a week, though

was often furtive, at Redfish Campground in Kokanee

Creek P.P. near Nelson. This is a species predominantly of

the eastern and southern United States, reaching Canada

regularly only in southern Ontario. It is a casual vagrant to

the west with single records from Alberta (2012 May 21 ;

Hudon et al. 2014), Washington (1981 July 11 ; WBRC),

and Oregon (2009 June 09; OBRC). The species is recor-

ded more frequently in California, which has over 50 re-

cords, most of which are spring records from the coastal

southern two-thirds of the state (Hamilton et al. 2007).

Brown Thrasher (Toxostoma rufum) – (2014-018)

Long Beach, Pacific Rim National Park Reserve –

2013 October 17 – Adrian Dorst† (ph)

This Brown Thrasher was found at the Lovekin Rock

parking lot at Long Beach. No further written documenta-

tion was received on the sighting, but the photograph is

conclusive.

White Wagtail (Motacilla alba) – (2015-040)

Brunswick Pt., Delta – 2014 November 04-06 –

Mark Wynja†* (ph, v)

This wagtail was readily identified as a White based on

plumage and structural features. White (M. alba) and

Black-backed Wagtails (M. lugens) were for many years

considered as separate species by the AOU, but were

lumped in 2005 following the evaluation of evidence of

extensive hybridization between the two forms, and in-line

with other major authorities who considered them conspe-

cific (Banks et al. 2005). The separation of the forms ex-

pected to occur in B.C. (M. a. ocularis and M. a. lugens)

can be challenging, and committee members differed in

their thoughts on the subspecific identification of this bird.

However, identification to subspecies is not necessary for

the acceptance of the species, which was never in dispute.

Although ocularis is the form that occasionally breeds in

western Alaska, the majority of records identified to sub-

species elsewhere along the Pacific coast pertain to lugens.

In California “the four fall migrants identified as ocularis

were found no earlier than 5 October, whereas six of the

seven fall lugens occurred between 20 July and 7 October”

(Hamilton et al. 2007, p. 356).
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Red-throated Pipit (Anthus cervinus) – (2015-018) and

(2015-019)

1 ) 2015-018: Martindale Flats, Saanich – 2010 May

09-11 – Michael Bentley†, Ian Cruickshank* (ph)

2) 2015-019: Rocky Point, Metchosin – 2013 Octo-

ber 08 – Ian Cruickshank† (so)

Most records of Red-throated Pipit in the province are

during the autumn, as with the Metchosin bird identified

and sound-recorded during its southward migration. Red-

throated Pipits typically winter from Africa through

southeast Asia, but birds that travel down the Pacific

coast of North America may sometimes overwinter in

Mexico (Hamilton et al. 2007). Birds returning north

from overwintering in the New World may be the source

of spring records on the Pacific coast south of Alaska.

There are spring records from Washington (2004 May 7;

WBRC) and Oregon (2004 April 29-31 ; OBRC). The

Saanich record reviewed here likely represents the first

documented spring record for the province.

Chestnut-collared Longspur (Calcarius ornatus) –

(2015-008) and (2015-014)

1 ) 2015-008: Burton Creek, Burton – 2009 June 07

– Jeremy Gatten† (ph)

2) 2015-019: Cattle Point, Oak Bay – 2013 October

24-25 – Aziza Cooper† (ph), Ian Cruickshank*

These two well-documented records pertain to a breed-

ing-plumaged male (Burton) and an apparent first-winter

female (Oak Bay). The 2013 observation was a greater

identification challenge owing to the plumage, and photos

were reviewed carefully to eliminate Smith’s Longspur, es-

pecially as the tail pattern was not readily apparent in the

photographs. Details of plumage, bill proportions and

primary projection all pointed to Chestnut-collared, as did

the description of the calls.

Northern Parula (Setophaga americana) – (2015-007)

Edgewood – 2009 June 05 – Jeremy Gatten† (ph)

This adult male parula was located by its song, and re-

cord shots were obtained during the brief period it was vis-

ible before the bird moved away and could not be followed.

Blackburnian Warbler (Setophaga fusca) – (2015-01 3)

Beacon Hill Park, Victoria – 2014 November 01 -04

– Ian Cruickshank†*, Daniel Donnecke (ph)

A hatch-year female Blackburnian Warbler was present

for several days in Beacon Hill Park, where it was seen

foraging in trees and shrubs, often in the upper canopy.

The bird was also heard calling periodically.

Chestnut-sided Warbler (Setophaga pensylvanica) –

(2015-001 ) and (2015-034)

1 ) 2015-001 : Gospel Rock, Gibsons – 2014 June 12

– John Hodges† (ph)

2) 2015-034: Triangle Island – 2001 July 05 –

Chris Chutter†

Both of these records pertain to breeding-plumaged

adult male birds seen during the summer. The Triangle

Island bird was seen very briefly, but the Gibsons record

refers to a bird first detected by song, as is often the

case for vagrant warblers detected during the summer in

the province.

Yellow-throatedWarbler (Setophaga dominica) – (2014-021)

Revelstoke – 2012 May 26 – Harry van Oort†* (ph)

This is the second documented record for the

province, and the first summer record. The first record

was a bird present 1 998 January 3-25 (Campbell et al.

2001 ). This Revelstoke record was first detected by its

song, and subsequently photographed. It was only en-

countered on one morning. All Washington records

(three; WBRC) are during the winter, but Oregon

(OBRC) has an even mix of spring/summer (four records)

and winter (four) records. In California the situation is

reversed with over half the records involving spring vag-

rants, one-third of records involving fall vagrants, and the

remainder either overwintering or oversummering birds

(Hamilton et al. 2007).

Prairie Warbler (Setophaga discolor) – (2015-024)

Tofino – 2009 September 28-October 03 – Adrian

Dorst† (ph)

This probable hatch-year male was photographed in

Tofino. No description of the sighting was received, but

the photo is diagnostic. Washington has one accepted re-

cord (1989 December 20; WBRC) and Oregon has 15 re-

cords, with 1 3 of those being autumn vagrants, and the

other two during the winter (OBRC).

Lark Bunting (Setophaga discolor) – (2015-036)

Cecil Green Park, Vancouver – 2009 October 11 -12

– Peter Candido† (ph)

This female bird was photographed foraging on the

ground behind the UBC Museum of Anthropology. The
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majority of Lark Bunting reports from the province are in

May and June, with few autumn records (Toochin 2015).

Dickcissel (Spiza americana) – (2015-016)

Swanwick Rd, Methcosin – 2013 October 02 – Ian

Cruickshank†* (ph, so)

An adult female or hatch-year male Dickcissel was

seen very briefly (~1 min.). Remarkably in this time both

record photos and a sound recording were obtained.

ORCHARD ORIOLE (Icterus spurius) – (2014-019)

Stubbs Island, near Tofino – 2013 October 11 -12 –

Adrian Dorst† (ph)

No written description but a diagnostic photo of this bird

was received ofa probable hatch-year female. Although this is

not the first report from the province, it is the first record that

has been evaluated by the committee. As such it is added to

the provincial main list, and we hope to review additional re-

cords in the future of this potentially increasing vagrant.

Hooded Oriole (Icterus cucullatus) – (2015-035)

Chilliwack – 2015 May 05-06 – Name withheld on

request† (ph)

A first-summer male Hooded Oriole was photographed

coming to a hummingbird feeder at a private residence in

Chilliwack. Initially identified as an Evening Grosbeak,

photos were posted to social media where the correct iden-

tification was reached.

Brambling (Fringilla montifringilla) – (2015-005)

Private residence, Gibsons – 2012 December –

2013 February 05 – Peter Feichner†, Marcia Ma-

son* (ph)

This first-winter female Brambling was originally de-

tected by a homeowner in 2012 December, but the exact

date is unknown. The bird was first seen and identified by

birders on 2013 February 03, after which time it was seen

another two days. This species is reported almost annually

in the province. Brambling is the most common Eurasian

vagrant to mainland North America with most records in

the November to March period (Howell et al. 2014).

Lesser Goldfinch (Spinus psaltria) – (2015-010) and

(2015-011 )

1 ) 2015-010: Private residence, Shirley – 2011 May

01 -04 – Cathy Carlson†* (ph)

2) 2015-011 : Private residence, Shirley – 2014

April 26 – Cathy Carlson†* (ph)

Both of these records are of adult male Lesser Gold-

finches at feeders in the same yard. While one bird was

only present for less than two hours, the first stayed for

four days. Although described as a permanent resident on

the Pacific coast north to southern Washington, this species

has expanded its breeding range northwards (Watt and

Willoughby 2014). These records likely pertain to spring

overshoots from populations in the northern U.S.A., or

perhaps are prospecting individuals related to the north-

wards range expansion.

Provisional List

The committee previously decided that records of pro-

vincial firsts need to be accompanied by physical evidence

to be accepted to the main list. Physical evidence could in-

clude photographs, videos, sound recordings or specimens.

Records of species that do not occur on the Main List, but

for which the committee believes the identification is con-

clusively supported by the details provided, and that are

believed to pertain to wild, naturally occurring vagrants

(i. e. are not escapees), are assigned to the Provisional List.

There was one record assigned to the provisional list in

2015.

Hawaiian/Galapagos Petrel (Pterodroma sandwichen-

sis/P. phaeopygia) – (2014-026)

47.105° North, 129.147° West; ~340 km southwest of

Tofino – 2014 July 08 – Paul Lehman†*, MartinMeyers†

This is another report of a bird seen from a cruise ship.

Although well-described, this sighting lacked the finer de-

tails needed to separate Hawaiian Petrel from Galapagos

Petrel, and this was noted in the submitted details. There

are currently no records of Galapagos Petrel from North

America, and it is unlikely to occur. In contrast, Hawaiian

is probably an annual visitor to offshore Canadian waters,

with at least a partially known pattern of occurrence off the

Pacific Coast of North America. Thus, records of “Dark-

rumped” Petrel (the name for the Hawaiian/Galapagos

Petrel species pair) almost certainly refer to Hawaiian. For

the historical record, and to help clarify which records

conclusively pertain to Hawaiian, we have decided to ac-

cept this record to the provisional list as Hawaii-

an/Galapagos Petrel.

Non-accepted Records

Identification Not Established

The following reports are ones for which the document-

ation was inadequate to conclusively determine the species

involved. It must be stated that in not accepting these re-
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cords, we are not indicating that these sightings were

necessarily mis-identified. Although that may some-

times be the case, it is more frequent that the document-

ation submitted does not fully eliminate other species,

even if they happen to be rarer than the one submitted.

This may be due to incomplete submissions, or simply

important features of plumage or behaviour not ob-

served in the field. Names of observers are withheld

from non-accepted reports.

Baikal Teal (Anas formosa) – (2015-032)

Tsawwassen – 2013 January 10

This record was supported by a brief written de-

scription. Although the description could fit Baikal

Teal, the report provided limited details on the bird’s

physical appearance or how other species of waterfowl

or aberrant individuals could be ruled out. Most im-

portantly, no discussion was made of potential hybrids.

Various waterfowl species can hybridize and produce

offspring that superficially resemble Baikal Teal (e. g.

Green-winged Teal x Blue-winged Teal). Even more

concerning is the well-documented bird in Nanaimo in

March 201 4 that appears to be a Northern Pintail x

Baikal Teal hybrid, the infamous “Northern Pin-teal”.

Given these considerations the identification of Baikal

Teal was not supported by the details provided, and the

record was not accepted.

White-tailed Kite (Elanus leucurus) – (2015-044)

North Vancouver – 2015 August 14

This sight-record was of a backlit bird seen flying over-

head without optics. Few field marks were visible owing to

the sighting conditions, and the description focused on

shape, which while matching a kite, was insufficient to

eliminate other raptors such as Northern Harrier. The sight-

ing was too brief and undetailed to confidently be accepted.

Whooping Crane (Grus americana) – (2015-042)

Scout Island, Williams Lake – 2015 July 23

This record detailed a bird seen flying away from a

wetland area and flying southeast towards the Fraser

River. The report was intriguing, describing a bird with

long neck and black legs extended. However, no other

details on the appearance of the bird were provided. This

is the second report of Whooping Crane from 201 5 sub-

mitted to the committee, but the other record is still under

consideration. Given the extreme rarity of the species in

British Columbia, this report was too inadequately de-

tailed for acceptance.

Scripps’s Murrelet (Synthliboramphus scrippsi) – (2014-

028) and (2015-025)

1 ) 2014-028: 50° 01 ’47” North, 1 31 ° 02’ 09” West,

~200 km west-southwest of Brooks Peninsula –

2013 July 31

2) 2015-025: 2 km west ofTofino – 2006 October 01

The first murrelet record reviewed was of a bird seen

from a cruise ship. It was seen very briefly and from an el-

evated platform such that the underwings could not be seen.

While the observer is experienced with Synthliboramphus

murrelets, the views did not allow a confident assessment of

the face pattern to eliminate Guadalupe Murrelet. Further-

more, the brief sighting also did not rule out Craveri’s Mur-

relet. The record likely involves a Xantus’s-type

(Scripps’s/Guadalupe) murrelet, but could not be identified

with certainty. The second murrelet also appeared to be a

Xantus’s-type murrelet, and has been published as such

(Dorst 2007). Various photos of the bird gave different im-

pressions of the extent and distribution of white in the face,

and again Craveri’s could not be eliminated. The committee

felt that a species label could not be placed on this bird with

any confidence given the available evidence.

Alcid sp. – (2015-038)

Tofino area – 2004 August

Typically the committee receives reports of birds

that are already labelled with a species name. This re-

cord was a single photo of a bird submitted as an

unidentified murrelet, possibly Scripps’s or Craveri’s.

The date was uncertain, but believed to be the second

half of August. The bird was angled away from the

camera such that a clear view of the head was not evid-

ent. However, the bill appeared too thick-based for a

southern Synthliboramphus murrelet, which it superfi-

cially resembled. In addition the plumage and date

would be most unexpected for such a species. Some

committee members thought that the bird was probably

a very recently fledged Common Murre, which would

make sense given the date and location and the few

plumage details visible. Given the poor photo, lack of

written description, and date and location, this bird is at

best identified as a regularly occurring species in the

province, or conservatively left unidentified.

Red-throated Pipit (Anthus cervinus) – (2015-020)

Rocky Point, Metchosin – 2013 September 25

This record involved a Red-throated Pipit in over-

flight heading south. Although the bird was seen briefly

in flight, it was described as a “little speck against the
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sky”. No sound recordings were obtained, and the ob-

server had no previous field-experience with the species

at the time of the observation. Although the sound de-

scription was convincing, and the observer is competent

with sound identification, other species of pipit and wag-

tail can have similar flight calls. While the identification

as made by the observer in the field may very well be

correct, the available evidence did not meet the criteria

for acceptance.

Origin Uncertain

This category is one for which the documentation

conclusively established the identification, but for which

there were significant concerns about provenance. In

most cases there is a concern that the individual was

brought to the province in captivity, from whence it es-

caped or was released, or that it arrived in the province

on its own, but had a captive origin. In most cases this

category includes species that are known to be wide-

spread in private collections, and/or which lack known

natural vagrancy patterns.

Northern Red Bishop (Euplectes franciscanus) – (2015-039)

Nanoose Bay – 2013 July/August-November

A Northern Red Bishop, also commonly called Or-

ange Bishop, was seen at a private residence in Nanoose

Bay from late July or early August through November

201 3 (exact dates uncertain). The bird was a male in al-

ternate plumage, allowing for definitive identification to

species. Northern Red Bishops are relatively common

cagebirds, and this is likely the origin of this particular

bird. This species has established itself in several areas

around the world, the closest being in California. They

have been present in California since the 1 970s and are

found in Los Angeles and surrounding counties (Pranty

and Garrett 2011 ). The population size in California is re-

latively low, and there is no evidence of strong north-

wards dispersal from this population. It is unlikely that

this bird originated from any established population, and

given its status in the pet trade, was almost certainly a

local escape/release.
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